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HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE

As we reach the end of our first half term, there is so much to celebrate! It’s been 
a brilliant start to the school year, and we are incredibly proud of how well the 
children have settled back into school life — full of enthusiasm, curiosity, and 
positivity (Especially our youngest new reception children!).

This half term has been packed with exciting events that have brought learning to 
life in creative and memorable ways. Our Harvest celebrations were a wonderful 
opportunity for the whole school community to come together in the spirit of 
gratitude and giving, and the children's performances in assemblies have been 
both heartwarming and impressive.

Themed days have been a real highlight, sparking curiosity and deepening 
understanding. Roman Day and Egyption Day were both huge hits, with children 
immersing themselves in history through costume, drama, and hands-on 
activities. It’s been fantastic to see pupils so engaged and inspired by their 
learning.

With such a positive and energetic start, we’re really looking forward to the rest 
of the term and all the opportunities it will bring. Thank you, as always, for your 
continued support — and a huge well done to the children and staff for making 
this half term such a success!

Sarah Keefe, Headteacher
Sophie Riley, Chair of Governors

Chair of Governors message
Welcome to all our children and families. 
It has been a strong start to the year. This 
is mainly due to  the amazing team of 
staff we have across the federation. Their 
dedication, energy, and commitment to 
the children’s learning and wellbeing 
shine through in everything they do. 
From the moment the gates open in the 
morning to the end of the school day, our 
staff go above and beyond to create a 
nurturing and stimulating environment 
where every child can thrive.
Thank you to our parents for working in 
partnership with the staff and children at 
Trafalgar Schools.

Reminder
School starts on Monday 3rd November



Celebrating 120 years of 

Trafalgar!
As you know our school has a long and rich history in the community and this year our 

school building celebrates turning 120 years old! Thank you to Mrs Dowling for creating 
our very own school museum!

The children of Trafalgar 
have taken part in many 

activities set up across the 
school to recognise and 

celebrate this special 
anniversary; this includes:

-Creating 120 artwork 
pieces!

-Harvest and Local History 
assemblies with former 
deputy head Mr Smith!

-School councilors asking 
questions to past pupils!

-Visiting our Trafalgar mini-
museum with historic school 

artefacts from years gone 
by!

-Taking part in the Trafalgar 
History Mystery Scavenger 

Hunt!

-Working together across 
the federation to create a 
piece of artwork by all our 

children - from Reception all 
the way up to Year 6!



Celebrating 120 years of 

Trafalgar!

Celebrating 120 years through ART – These are displayed around the school.
Thank you to all the children who have contributed.



Pupil Leadership opportunities

There are many opportunities to develop pupil leadership at Trafalgar, 
helping children grow into responsible young citizens. Here are some 

of them...
In  KS1 pupils can be: School Councillors, Digital Leaders, 

T.I.G.E.R's, Musical Maestros, Listening Friends and Reading 
Ambassadors. There will be additional opportunities to join these 

roles later in the year.
In KS2 pupils can also be School Councillors, as well Reading 

Ambassadors, Members of Pupil Parliament, Head and Deputy Head 
Boy & Girl and Anti-Bullying Ambassadors.

Head Girl/Boy Ellie and Ryan, Deputy Head Girl/Boy Kiki and Woody



See our website for the 
new winter school lunch 
menu.
https://trafalgarfederation.org.uk/Parents/School-Dinners/ 

Delicious Hot School Lunches

https://trafalgarfederation.org.uk/Parents/School-Dinners/
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https://trafalgarfederation.org.uk/Children/Pantasaurus/ 

https://trafalgarfederation.org.uk/Children/Pantasaurus/




We've had a great start to Year 4 this first half term. We've focused on the text Fantastic Mr Fox in 
English, worked with numbers up to 10,000 in Maths as well as studying the rise and fall of the Roman 
Empire in our History lessons and so much more!

In Art we have been looking at the 
different types of drawing 
techniques needed when drawing 
portraits. We studied the work of 
Frida Kahlo and her style of 
surrealist self-portraits. We used 
iPads to take a photo of ourselves 
and created our own in our 
sketchbooks!

We were really lucky to 
go on a trip to Sky 
Studios this term where 
we created 90 second 
movie trailers. Each of us 
were given roles and we 
worked together using 
the three Cs: 
Collaboration, 
Communication and 
Creativity!

In maths, we have 
been playing lots of fun 
games to help with our 
KIRFS and our mental 
addition and 
subtraction too. 



During Roman Day, our Year 4 children were able to 
get involved in many creative History activities! 
This included: working with Roman numerals in 
Maths, designing and making a mosaic tile and 

taking part in a Roman feast and drama workshop!



Year 5 have been doing some wonderful cross curricular learning this half term about the ancient 
Maya civilisation. In History, we have been using sources of evidence to find out what daily life was 
like for the Maya people. In English, we used our text, Rain Player, as a stimulus for some wonderful 
writing. The book tells the story of a young boy who challenges the Rain God, Chac, to a game of 
Pok-a-Tok in order to bring about much needed rain for his people. We wrote adverts to persuade 
people to join Pik’s team; diary entries imagining it was the night before the big match and then 
ended the book with a thrilling match report. We then spent a week researching and answering the 
question: What have the Maya done for us? Quite a lot it turns out- we have the Maya to thank for 
chocolate, team sports, one of the first calendars and the introduction of farming techniques still 
used today. We researched an area in groups and presented it to the class. We then used this 
information to write an essay to explain what some of the greatest achievements of the Maya were, 
using cohesive devices to link together our paragraphs.

In Art, we have been developing our 
drawing and painting skills including 
using watercolours in our Cityscapes 
unit. We have explored perspective 
and studied the work of Stephen 
Wiltshire. This has inspired our own 
drawings of cityscapes using ink pens.

In Religion and Worldviews, we have been looking at charities. We have looked 
at the parable of The Good Samaritan and discussed the message of ‘Love thy 
neighbour’. We looked at the Black Lives Matter protest and the news story 
about Patrick Hutchinson. We have tried to empathise with those facing 
poverty on the streets of Kolkata by making paper bags. We have looked at a 
range of charities, including Oxfam and Islamic Relief.



English – Stormbreaker
We have really enjoyed Anthony Horowitz's exciting story 
about the teenage spy, Alex Rider. Inspired by the book, we 
have designed and persuasively sold our own spy gadgets!

Art – Landscapes
We have been experimenting with 
different media as we explore tone and 
texture in landscapes. Here are some of 
our end-of-unit outcomes!

Science - Outdoor learning
We loved identifying and classifying mini-beasts and trees in the woodlands at 
Meadway and Kneller Gardens.

Junior Citizen at Heatham House.
We went on a local trip to have workshops on how to be 
responsible young citizens – this is also part of our transition to 
KS3!

We've had a great start to Year 6 this half term! Take 
a look at just a snippet of all our learning so far!



MUSIC  KS1 and Reception 

Don't forget you can login to the E-school to 
see more!



MUSIC
Year 3 

Year 3 have enjoyed lots of 
singing and playing this 

term. ‘The Amazing 
Egyptians’ has been lots of 

fun to sing and play 
accompaniments to. They 

enjoyed listening and 
responding to a piece of 

contemporary music
‘The Funeral of 

Amenhotep’.  They 
performed beautifully in 
our Harvest assembly – 

their first one!

Year 4
Year 4 enjoyed 

performing actions 
and singing ‘Just like a 
Roman’ our topic song 

this term.
They listened carefully 
to ‘O Fortuna’ by Carl 

Orff and enjoyed 
playing a simple 
melodic ostinato

One of the highlights 
of the term has been 

starting to learn to 
play Brass 

instruments. 

Year 5 
Singing about 
‘The Maya – a 

stone cold classic’ 
has been great 

fun this term – it 
is a great cross 
curricular song!
Year 5 looked at 

evidence of music 
in Maya life and 

enjoyed 
improvising and 

composing 
'starry’ sky music.

Year 6 
Year 6 have enjoyed 

singing and 
performing the 

song ‘Ode to the 
Ancient Greeks’
They looked at 

evidence of music in 
Greek life.

They listened to 
extracts from a very 

early ‘L’Orfeo’ by 
Monteverdi and 

created pieces using 
the theme of 

the Greek myth 
'Orpheus and 

Eurydice'

Black History Month
All the children have enjoyed learning about influential Black musicians during 

their Music lessons. Year 3 learned about the success of Stevie Wonder and why 
he wrote 'Happy Birthday to you'. Year 4 learned about the composer Joseph 

Bologne Chevalier de Saint Gerorges, a Black composer who lived at the time of 
Mozart. Year 5 listened to and sang Nina Simone's classic protest song "I wish I 

knew how it would feel to be free' and Year 6 learned about the short but inspiring 
life of Bob Marley.



Harvest
Harvest 2025 and 120 Years of Trafalgar celebration assembly

What a huge success this extra special event was again this year! 
Thank you for all your amazing support and for sharing in our assembly. The children 
as always demonstrated their thoughtful and sensitive understanding for others with 

their incredible singing and thoughtful readings. It was wonderful to see them 
enjoying the history of our school and feeling part of Trafalgar's story.

We were all very proud of them.

A HUGE thank you  to Richard 
Smith our former deputy head at 

Trafalgar for coming in and sharing 
stories about the history of the 
school and the local area. From 

royalty to actors, authors and staff 
family members, Trafalgar's pupils 

are a fabulous part of our 
school's rich history in our 

community.  Mr Smith will be back 
after half term to share his 

memorable stories with KS1.

Our favourite songs in Y1 and Y2 Harvest 
assembly are: Cauliflower's Fluffy and Harvest 

Samba. 
Our KS2  Harvest songs this year were Harvest 

Samba, Thank your Lucky stars, Refuge, In me I 
trust and Stand by me. All were carefully chosen 
to reflect the themes the children shared during 

the assembly.

A great big thank 
you to all our 

families for the 
generous donations 

to our Harvest 
appeal for a local 
charity. Thank you 
to Mrs Davies for 

the fabulous 
Harvest/120 

Trafalgar 
Celebrations in KS2.



Autumn 1 Sports Round-Up

This term has seen Trafalgar students take part 
in a wide range of sporting events, 
demonstrating teamwork, resilience, and a 
strong competitive spirit.

Tag Rugby Highlights
Our Tag Rugby team has had a particularly 
active and successful season:
• Achieved 2nd place at the Tag Rugby 

Union Tournament, a fantastic result that 
reflects the team’s hard work and 
coordination.

• Secured 5th place at the Borough 
Championships, competing with 
determination against strong opposition.

• Participated in several friendly matches 
against Hampton Hill, St Edmund’s, and 
Stanley schools, gaining valuable 
experience and building team confidence.

Table Tennis Tournament
A group of enthusiastic players represented 
Trafalgar in a Table Tennis Tournament, 
showcasing quick reflexes and excellent 
sportsmanship. The event was a great 
opportunity for students to challenge 
themselves and enjoy competitive play.

Girls’ Football Friendly
Our Girls’ Football team took part in a 
friendly match against Hampton Hill. The 
team played with energy and 
commitment, and the match provided a 
great platform for developing skills and 
team dynamics.



Autumn 1 Reading Round-Up

We thought it a nice idea to start sharing some reading recommendations each term, in case 
you get a peaceful moment to curl up with a book!  We have a staff book club where we read 

one adult book and one child book.  Here are some that we've read so far....  
We'll share more children's recommendations during Autumn 2 in newsletters.  Happy reading!

Although a Monster Calls is a children's 
book, and unanimously popular – an 
adult should read this first to decide 
whether it's suitable – it is very sad.

For adults

For children



Year 3: Presenting ourselves

ESPAÑOL

Year 4: The students made a 
calendar and took it home

Year 5: ¿Tienes una 
mascota? Do you 
have a pet?

Tengo un conejo/
I have a rabbit
No tengo mascota/
I don't have a pet

Year 6: Escribir una carta/ Getting ready to write a 
letter to our Pen Pals in Barcelona.
How to present ourselves: name, age, live, our hair, 
eyes, colours, subjects we study and where we live: 
vivo en una casa con tres dormitorios, dos cuartos 
de baño y un salón. We already know the names of 
our Pen Pals!

Días de la semana: lunes, martes, 
miércoles, jueves, viernes, sábado,
domingo y meses del año.

¿Dónde vives?
Where do you live?

Los números/
The numbers
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